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Upon successful registration, a link to the CPD Live webinar will be emailed to registered 
participants only.  Registration will close at 3:00 pm, on 15 Dec 2020 (Tuesday).   
 
No additional registration will be accepted once the closing date has passed, or if the CPD Live 
webinar is full. 
 
The CPD Department may not permit future registration if you fail to attend a CPD Live webinar 
after registering unless you provide an acceptable and valid reason(s). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register online here 

https://forms.gle/2gyWj2t39j8ykip49


The traditional and prevailing state of the law for execution of physical documents, contracts 
and other instruments is by way of “wet ink” signing, usually followed by an in-person witnessing 
of the act of signing.  Although, apart from statutorily prescribed documents or attestation 
clauses or common law-imposed formalities that uses the words “in the presence of”, there are 
many types of documents that do not necessarily require the formality of in-person witnessing of 
the act of signing. 
 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, there have been some initiatives to explore the option to 
witness or attest to the act of a “wet-ink” physical act of signing a document by way of virtual 
witnessing or attestation.  There have been prominent engagement by various Commonwealth 
jurisdictions where the conventional and traditional school of thought, premised on current 
common law cases before the explosion of the virtual world and the COVID-19 pandemic, have 
dictated that virtual witnessing or attestation should have no place in the law.  However, it is 
believed that the COVID-19 pandemic should compel a re-evaluation of traditional or 
conventional thoughts on the matter. 
 
A discussion of this possible or proposed progressive reform of the state of the law should be an 
open-minded consideration of the rationale for in-person physical sighting of the physical act of 
signing of a document, and whether previous reasons are obsolete or can be mitigated by new 
safe-guards that can be put in place. 
 
 
Speaker  

 
Nicholas Chang Chen Seng, Partner, Amir, Lim & Partners 
 
Nicholas was admitted as an advocate and solicitor of the High Court 
of Malaya in 2001 and is an active member in various Bar Council 
committees such as the Conveyancing Practice Committee, Solicitors’ 
Remuneration Enforcement Committee, and Legal Profession 
Committee.  Nicholas also serves as a member of the Disciplinary 
Committee Panel of the Advocates and Solicitors Disciplinary Board.  
He recently earned a certificate from RMIT University for “Developing 
Blockchain Strategy”. 

 
 
Moderator 

 
 
Janet Toh has experience in intellectual property and technology 
transactional work.  Janet advises clients on issues relating to 
intellectual property (“IP”) protection and ownership, advertising, 
consumer protection, personal data protection, domain names, e-
commerce, franchise, gaming, regulatory approvals for food, 
cosmetics and drugs, and telecommunications.  She also carries out 
IP due diligence work for licensing, mergers and acquisition projects, 
and e-commerce related transactions. 
 
 

 



 
 

If you have any enquiries, please email us at: cpd@malaysianbar.org.my. 
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